SNE MyPyramid e-Catalog Review Form
All reviews are published subject to the discretion of the SNE Advisory  Committee for the My Pyramid e-Catalog  Project.. 

I. Content (pertains to all materials)

X. Use of MyPyramid or 2005 Dietary Guidelines for Americans

- Material based substantially on MyPyramid or 2005 Dietary Guidelines for Americans.

- Material incorporates and uses some of concepts in MyPyramid or 2005 Dietary Guidelines for Americans.

- Material not based on MyPyramid or 2005 Dietary Guidelines for Americans.

Comments: 

X. Scope

- Scope of information appropriate for target audience and essential topics discussed in appropriate detail.

- Scope of information is a mix of appropriate and less than appropriate concepts.

- Scope of information is not appropriate for target audience.

Comments:


X. Purpose



- Purpose of material clearly stated in title or introduction.




- Purpose stated in title or introduction is vague. 



- No purpose stated in title or introduction.



Comments:


X. Organization



- Material well-organized and major points presented clearly.



- Material is organized but not all major points are easily identified.



- Material is poorly organized, and major points are not easily identified.

Comments:


X. Accuracy

- Information is accurate and recommendations current with content of MyPyramid and the 2005 Dietary Guidelines for Americans.

- Information contains minor inaccuracies.

- Information contains major inaccuracies or recommendations are outdated.

Comments: 


X. Learner Background



- Material does not assume that reader has background information.



- Material assumes that reader has some background information.



- Material assumes reader has considerable background information.



Comments:


X. Learning Objectives



- Not applicable.



- Learning objectives identifiable and met.



- Learning objectives identifiable and met somewhat.



- Learning objectives not identifiable and/or not met.



Comments:


X. Learning Activities, Projects, or Interactive Learning Tools


- Not applicable.

- Material includes a variety of stimulating and interesting learning experiences, questions, projects, or suggestions for further action that will involve the reader.

- Material mentions appropriate learning activities, questions, projects, and/or suggestions for further action for which the reader can follow through, but does not include them in the materials.

- Material does not mention any interactive learning activities or mentions unrealistic or inappropriate learning experiences, questions, projects, or suggestions for further action.

Comments:


X. Objectivity/Sponsor Bias

- Subject matter presented objectively and fairly. No brand name promotion or obvious sponsor bias.

- Subject matter presented objectively and fairly. Company name may be mentioned but product name is not contained in text or illustrations.

- Subject matter presented in a biased manner. Brand name promotion or obvious sponsor bias is contained in text or illustrations.

Comments:

X. Inclusion of learning objectives, learner activities, instructional aids, lesson plans, evaluation component, identification of required instructional materials, web site with additional materials.

- Not applicable.


- Material includes five or more of the above.


- Material includes three or four of the above.

- Material includes fewer than three of the above.
Comments:


X. Recipes (if included)

- Overall, recipes are compatible with the Dietary Guidelines for Americans.



- Few recipes are compatible with the Dietary Guidelines.



- Very few or no recipes are compatible with Dietary Guidelines.


Comments:

X. Recipes (if included)

- Recipes include a nutrient analysis per serving for the following nutrients listed on the nutrition label:  kcal, macronutrients, trans fats, cholesterol, dietary fiber, and sodium. If for a low-income audience, a cost analysis is included.
- Recipes include a nutrient analysis per serving for some of the nutrients listed on the nutrition label. If for a low-income audience, some cost information is included.
- Recipes do not include any nutrient analysis.

X. Instructional Resources


- Instructor resources not needed for this material.

- Instructor resources included with suggestions for enhancing the teaching process. Suggestions for follow-up learning activities/discussion questions included.

- Instructor resources included with some suggestions for enhancing the teaching process.



- Lack of instructor resources detracts from usefulness of material.



Comments:


X. Credits, References and Resources (Including dates, publisher, etc.)

- Current and complete credits, references, and resources listed. 

- Credits, references, and resources current but incomplete. 

- Credits, references, and resources outdated, inaccurate, and unusable, or no references/resources/credits provided.



Comments:

X. Summary

- All major ideas summarized or reviewed to reinforce key concepts; summaries easily identified.

- Some major ideas summarized or reviewed; summaries not easily identified.

- No summary or review is included.

Comments:

II. Diversity (pertains to all materials)

X. Role Models



- Not applicable.

- Positive role models are provided in text and illustrations. Role models presented as having many roles, traits, and emotions.
- Does not include negative stereotypes but fails to consider role models in nontraditional roles.

- Material includes negative stereotypes. Role models are depicted as having limited abilities, traits, roles and emotions.

Comments:


X. Multi-cultural Representation



- Not applicable.

- Racial, ethnic, and religious groups are represented in a factual manner showing a variety of roles, occupations, and values. 
- Material does not include any outright negative stereotypes concerning racial, religious, or ethnic groups.

- Material includes negative stereotypes of racial, ethnic, or religious groups.

Comments:


X. Different lifestyles and food patterns



- Not applicable.

- Material emphasizes a variety of values, practices, and/or food patterns representative of different lifestyles, cultures, and socioeconomic levels.

- Material reflects, but does not emphasize, a variety of values, practices, and/or food patterns representative of different lifestyles, cultures, and socioeconomic levels.

- Material does not address a variety of values, practices, and/or food patterns representative of different lifestyles, cultures, and socioeconomic levels.

Comments:

III. Print Materials (Skip this whole section if no written materials are included)

X. Writing Style


- Main ideas are clear and flow smoothly.

- Main ideas are clear, but sequence of information may not flow smoothly in all sections.

- Main ideas are not clearly detectable and internal organization does not flow from one idea to the next.



Comments:


X. Writing Approach

- Writing approach is positive and personal. Active voice is used most of the time.

- Material is easy to read but does not personally involve the reader. Limited use of negative wording (e.g., "Don't eat"). Active voice is used most of the time.

- Highly emotional, threatening, negative, or other inappropriate writing approach used. Passive voice is used or active voice is used inconsistently.

Comments:


X. Vocabulary

- Vocabulary used is appropriate for intended audience. Minimizes use of technical terms and if used, are defined.

- Most words used are appropriate for intended audience. Some unidentified technical terms are used.



- Excessive use of unfamiliar words or undefined technical terms.



Comments:


X. Supportive Illustrations

- All of the illustrations contribute to the material and are on the same page as their textual references. Tables and graphs are as simple and easy to read as possible. All information needed in graphs and tables is provided in a form requiring no further explanation.
- Illustrations are related to the material in some way. Most tables and graphs are as simple and easy to read as possible. In most tables and graphs, information is provided in a form requiring no further explanation.
- Illustrations detract from the materials in some way, are unrelated to material or require further explanation.


Comments:


X. Layout and Design

- Color, design, and layout of material are attractive, and stimulate interest, without being too busy. There is good balance between print and blank space.
- Color, design, and layout of material are adequate but do not stimulate interest. 


- Color, design, and layout are distracting; too much print on the page.


Comments:


X. Visual Quality

- Paper weight used is heavy enough so that print from one side cannot be seen on the other side. Text is written in a font size that is easy to read, and the main body is not written in capital letters.

- Paper weight is heavy enough, print is mostly easy to read without much of body text in capital letters.

- Paper weight is not heavy enough. Text is too small to be read easily and/or too much of the body text is written in capital letters.



Comments:


X. Headings/Cueing Devices

- Clear headings are provided for each topic area. Cueing devices (shading, boxes, arrows, etc.) are used to direct attention to key points.
- Topic headings are not clear and/or are provided for most but not all topic areas. Limited or no cueing devices included.


- Few or no topic headings provided. No cueing devices included.


Comments:


X. Approximate Reading Level

- Reading level is at or below 5th grade level for low-literacy materials.  Assessment method provided.


- Reading level is at 6th, 7th or 8th grade level.


- Reading level is at 9th grade level or above.


Comments:

IV. Audiovisual Materials (Skip this whole section if no audiovisual materials are included)

X. Concept Presentation
- Audio and/or visuals are mutually supportive to presentation of concepts.
- Audio and/or visuals are not consistently supportive to presentation of concepts, but do not significantly distract from the presentation of concepts.


- Audio and/or visuals distract and impede the viewer's ability to



comprehend the intended concepts.


Comments:


X. Pace

- Presentation progresses at a pace that permits comprehension. Pacing of dialogue is appropriate for absorbing concepts presented. Blank time is provided.
- Most of the visual presentation progresses at a pace that facilitates comprehension. Pacing of dialogue allows some time for absorbing concepts presented. Limited blank time provided.
- Presentation progresses at a rapid pace that rushes from point to point, or belabors points. Pacing of dialogue is rapid, or too slow. No blank time is provided.


Comments:


X. Auditory Quality
- Speaker, voice and music are clear; sound is audible and has good quality.
- Speaker, voice and music are clear; sound is audible; may be a few distracting audio effects or inconsistent quality.
- Speaker, voice and music are not clear; sound is inaudible; many distracting audio effects and inconsistent quality.


Comments:


X. Visual Quality

- Visuals are clear and properly framed; graphics and titles are clearly visible; color, lighting, and editing enhance presentation of content.
- Visuals are clear and properly framed; graphics and titles are clearly visible; color, lighting, and editing do not detract from the presentation of content.
- Visuals are unclear; graphics and titles are difficult to read; color, lighting, and editing are distracting.


Comments:


X. Continuity

- Continuity provides cohesiveness and smooth flow. Visuals in logical order. Auditory portion precisely matched with visual portion.
- Continuity sufficient to provide some cohesiveness and smooth flow. Visuals somewhat logically sequenced. Auditory portion well matched with visual portion.
- Lack of cohesiveness between audio and visual portions. Visuals poorly sequenced. Auditory portion not matched with visual portion.


Comments:

V. Web Sites (Skip this whole section if material does not include a Web site)

X. Currentness of Information
- Web site information is current; there are no broken hyperlinks.


- Web site information is current; contains some broken hyperlinks.
- Web site information is not current and site contains many broken hyperlinks.


Comments:


X. Readability
- Text size is adequate for viewing.  Good contrast between text and background.


- Text size is adequate for viewing.  Some portions of text difficult to read.


- Text is too small or obscured by background color/graphic.


Comments:


X. Navigation

- Navigation through the web site is logical and aided by navigation buttons and a site map or search tool.  


- Information is somewhat difficult to find due to limited navigation tools.  


- Information is virtually impossible to find due to poor site navigation.  


Comments:

VI. Overall Comments on Resource Reviewed (free text fields)

X. Positive Points of the Reviewed Resource

X. Points that Could Be Improved

X. General Comments


X. Overall Summary

VII. Rating 

____ Highly Recommended


____ Recommended 


____ Recommended with Reservations


____ Not Recommended

Adapted from the following sources:

National Agricultural Library, Food and Nutrition Information Center, Healthy School Meals Resource System and Food Stamp Connection, http://schoolmeals.nal.usda.gov/Resource_Cafe/review.html and http://www.nal.usda.gov/foodstamp/Library/review_criteria.html
National Environmental Health Association, Food Safety Resources Reviews, http://www.foodsafetyweb.biz/reviews.asp
Additional resources:

Betterly C, Dobson B. Tools for evaluating written and audiovisual nutrition education materials. Journal of Extension.  Available at: http://www.joe.org/joe/2000august/tt3.html
Betterly C, Dobson B, Ouverson C. May 2000. Guide to Evaluating Written Nutrition Education Materials. SP 119. Iowa State University. http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Publications/SP119.pdf

Betterly C, Dobson B, Ouverson C. May 2000. Written Nutrition Education Materials Review Form. SP 120.Iowa State University. http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Publications/SP120.pdf

Betterly C, Dobson B, Ouverson C. May 2000. Guide to Evaluating Audiovisual Nutrition Education Programs. SP 121. Iowa State University. http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Publications/SP121.pdf

Betterly C, Dobson B, Ouverson C. May 2000. Audiovisual Nutrition Education Program Review Form. SP 122. Iowa State University. http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Publications/SP122.pdf

Betterly C, Dobson B, Ouverson C. May 2000. Iowa State University. Bibliography for Guides to Evaluating Nutrition Education Materials. SP 129. http://www.extension.iastate.edu/Publications/SP129.pdf
California Healthy Kids Resource Center Materials Review Process. http://californiahealthykids.org/c/@BM69DF4dJaYeA/Pages/rvalidated.html
Baker, S, Rogers K. Adult EFNEP Curriculum Review Project. Colorado State University.
Disclaimer: The Society for Nutrition Education (SNE) is a 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit professional society. As such, the purpose and mission of the organization is to advance the food and nutrition education profession to impact healthful food choices and lifestyle behavior at the individual, community, and policy levels.  SNE offers opportunities for members to share best practices, evidence-based knowledge, and diverse perspectives. In keeping with this mission, this review project is provided for informational purposes only. It is designed to better inform nutrition educators about available nutrition education resources and teaching materials. It in no way represents the views, opinions or policy statements of the Society for Nutrition Education (SNE). Any opinions expressed about any resource and training materials in this web site (either expressly or implied) are solely and completely the responsibility of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views or opinions of the author(s) employer nor the views or opinions of the Society for Nutrition Education (SNE).
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