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This newsletter highlights key legislative and regulatory news about nutrition education issuesin
Washington, D.C. Thisreport is prepared by SNE's Public Policy Consultant, Waterman &
Associates.

November Elections Change the Political Dynamics for the 108" Congress

The 2002 election resulted in an unprecedented victory for Republicans: for the first time since at least 1902, a
Republican President's party has gained seats in both houses of Congress in his first mid-term election. Not only did
the Republicans expand its margin in the House of Representatives, they also recaptured the Senate.

When the 108™ Congress is sworn in on January 7, 2003, Republicans will hold 51 seats, Democrats will have 47
respectively and Jim Jeffords (VT) will be the sole Independent (one seat is pending since Louisiana has a run-off
election on Dec. 7™). The House make-up will be 227 Republicans, 206 Democrats and one Independent (one seat is
undecided in Louisiana as we went to print). As you can see from the numbers, despite the GOP sweep of Congress
in the mid-term election, the two parties remain virtually evenly divided.

The 108" Freshman Class

The Senate’s freshman class will have two new Democrats — Mark Pryor (AR) and Frank Lautenberg (NJ). The nine
new Republican Senators include: Lamar Alexander (TX); Saxby Chambliss (GA); Norm Coleman (MN); John
Cornyn (TX); Elizabeth Dole (NC); Lindsey Graham (SC); John Sununu (R-NH); Jim Talent (MQ), as well as an
appointee from Alaska. Eight of the 12 new Senators are lawyers. This 12-member ¢lass may soon become 13 if
incumbent Sen. Mary Landrieu (R-LA) loses to challenger Suzanne Terrell in the Louisiana run-off race in
December.

The freshman class in the House will consist of 54 new members. Forty-one of these new lawmakers held previous
elective office and 22 are lawyers. In terms of new lawmakers who will likely be sensitive to nutrition education
issues, as well as women’s and children’s issues, Congress gained two new obstetrician-gynecologists, Michael
Burgess, MD, (R-TX) and Phil Gingrey, MD (R-GA). They join six other doctors in the House of Representatives,
which include Donna Christian-Christensen, MD (D-Virgin Islands), family practice; Ernie Fletcher, MD (R-KY),
family practice; Jim McDermott, MD (D-WA), psychiatrist; Ron Paul, MD (R-TX), ob-gyn; Vic Snyder, MD (D-
AR), family practice; and Dave Weldon, MD (R-FL), internal medicine. Returning Senator Bill Frist, MD (R-TN)
remains the Senate's only physician.

Other key lawmakers with a keen interest in nutrition education issues include the eight new women lawmakers
elected to Congress, many with prior government experience. They include the following seven House members:
Marsha Blackburn (R-TN); Katherine Harris (R-FL); Denise Majette (D-GA); Candice Miller (R-MI); Marilyn
Musgrave (R-CO); Linda Sanchez (D-CA); and Ginny Brown-Waite (R-FL). And the Senate will have one new
woman Senator, Elizabeth Dole (R-NC), former Red Cross president and Secretary of Labor.

In addition, two new lawmakers with county government and social services experience, Supervisor Raul Grijalva
(D-AZ) of Pima County and Baltimore County Executive Dutch Ruppersberger (D-MD) will be heading for
Washington, D.C. in January as members of the House freshman class.

What do the election returns mean for nutrition education issues? What should we expect from the 108th
Congress?

Republicans will face heightened expectations for governing over the next two years. Their control of both chambers
will allow them to set the agenda and wield the committee gavels in a way they haven’t been able to do since the
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first few months of the Bush administration. The White House will be working closely with each congressional
committee and its staff.

The incoming Republican 108th Congress faces a long list of unfinished business when it convenes in January --
starting with the still-incomplete spending bills for the fiscal year that began nearly two months ago. Given the
widening budget deficit, uncertain economy and the unknown but likely high cost of a possible war on Iraq,
Congress will find it extremely difficult to come up with the money for existing government priorities, let alone
financing new initiatives — such as additional funds for nutrition education programs contained in the Child
Nutrition Reauthorization.










